
Newsletter  November 2015 

Inspire, Believe, Achieve 

 
Our aim is to inspire and encourage our children to believe in their ability to succeed through learning. This vision will 

enable them to achieve and succeed in reaching their full potential and beyond, now and for their future. 

 
Head Teacher Update 

It was a shame that due to the weather we were unable to share our harvest festival with you. The pupils were brilliant! 

We thank Reverend Timings for leading our service so well and thank you for your generous gifts. These were shared 

with elderly residents around the village and with the food bank in Holbeach. We also shared a great evening in church 

with our Y5 pupils and the church. Thank you to all those that supported the telling of the story of Joseph. We have now 

set dates for our Christingle and Carol services to which all parents and carers are invited to attend. 

Our School Parliament is now up and running and will help to support the development of pupil voice, enabling pupils 

to express their opinions about the school. They have chosen to support Children in Need and Christmas Jumper Day 

again this year. The worship council have monitored the learning environment and gave very effective feedback to staff. 

Y4 continue to make good progress learning the violin and KS2 are working well with the county music specialist on a 

Wednesday to develop singing. 

This year KS2 pupils will be going to the pantomime on the morning of 16th December 2015 at the South Holland 

Centre. Reception and KS1 will be having a party day instead, date to be arranged.  

The Reception class and KS1 pupils will be involved in a Christmas performance and dates will follow shortly. 

Bikeability will be running during the week 7th December 2015.  

Our core value for this term is HOPE. Look out for the values newsletter coming out this week.  

Open mornings are back and will be held on the 10th and 12th of November. Sign up sheets will be available in the 

office. Unfortunately we cannot support younger siblings during these sessions. We will endeavour to plan more shared 

opportunities to include younger siblings in the future. 

 

Attendance 
Attendance data for the school year from September 2015 to October 2015 is at 96.3%.  If your child is absent from 

school, please telephone and let us know before 9.30am (close of register).  We ask parents and carers to contact school 

every day a child is absent.  If we are unable to speak to you, we will call every day of the child’s absence, for up to five 

days.  During this time, staff may visit your home to ascertain the well-being of your child.  If, after five days, we have 

not been given a reason for the child’s absence, the child will be reported as a ‘child missing education’.  These 

attendance procedures have been put in place to ensure the safety and well-being of all pupils. 

 

Outdoor areas 

The outdoor soft play area and PE equipment are only to be used when pupils are accompanied by a school staff 

member. These resources are not available before or after school for pupils or other children. We would request your 

support in this endeavour as we don’t want to have to fence off the area. This expenditure would be a waste of valuable 

resources that could be better used for pupil improvement. 

 

Parking 

Could you please be considerate when dropping off and picking up pupils from school. We have had complaints from 

local residents again and would appreciate your co-operation in not blocking access for these residents. 

 

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 
Poppies and wristbands are now on sale to help our nation’s heroes.  Pupils are welcome to bring in a donation to buy a 

poppy or wristband. 

 

Children in Need Friday 13th November 

We will be having fund raising activities agreed by School Parliament Friday 13th November 2015 for Children in Need. 

As soon as the activities have been discussed we will send out a further letter. 

 

Christingle Service Friday 11th December 

Our Christingle service will be at the Church (weather permitting) on the morning of 11thDecember at 9:30am. All are 

welcome to attend 

 

Christmas Fayre Friday 11th December 

The swimming pool committee will be holding their Christmas Fayre in the school hall on Friday 11th December 2015 

at 3:30pm. Everybody is welcome and Father Christmas will be making a special early visit. 



 

Christmas Jumper Day Thursday 17th December 2015 

We will also be holding our Christmas service at St Mary’s Church at 9:30am that day and parents and carers are 

invited to attend. There will be coffee and mince pies available in the Heraldic suite after the service. 

 

Enrichment Days 

A big thank you to Martyn Harrell and his team for their support with our ‘Medics Month’. The pupils learnt a great 

deal about medics and first aid. Our medics day was very well supported so thank you for all your support. 

 

Reception Class 
This year’s Reception Class have settled wonderfully well and are enjoying life in a ‘Big School’. We are now offering 

‘Stay and Play’ sessions on a Friday morning to parents from Reception, so feel free to pop along between 8.45am and 

9.15am to play in our environment and have some fun. 

This term we have been looking at ‘Ourselves’ and we have been investigating using all of our senses. Children have 

also enjoyed telling us all about the adults and children that live in their house and painted some really excellent 

portraits of them.  

 

Tapestry online learning journal  

www.eylj.org 

For the past term, staff in Reception have been uploading observations of children on to Tapestry. This program gives 

parents access to their children’s observations and enables them to write a comment on any uploaded observations. It 

also gives parents a chance to post achievements that children make at home for staff in Reception to see. We think this 

is a great resource and are pleased to see so many parents logging in to see their child in action. 

 

School Lunches 
From 1st January 2016 Ideal School Meals will be providing three lunch options per day rather than four.  These will be 

a main option, vegetarian option and a jacket potato option. 

 

Safeguarding 

We believe that safeguarding is an important part of the work with children and young adults so will keep this reminder 

in all of our newsletters. 

Just a reminder - safeguarding is the responsibility of all of us. If we are concerned about the safety of any child, we 

should let somebody know. Mrs Flack is the designated safeguarding person in school. In her absence contact Mrs Adie 

who has now also been trained as a designated safeguarding person. 

 

Our School Core Values 

Compassion, Hope, Perseverance, Courage,  Forgiveness, respect 

 

POSSIBLE SCHOOL CLOSURE DUE TO BAD WEATHER 

If weather conditions deteriorate and we have to close the school, you will be advised of the closure via the following 

media.  Please check these before attempting to ring the school directly. 

Each school makes its own decision regarding closures and it should not be assumed that we are closed because other 

schools are. 

 

Radio Lincolnshire FM (VHF) 94.9 megahertz 

    Medium Wave    1368 kilohertz/219m 

    www.bbc.co.uk/lincolnshire 

 

Lincs FM   FM (VHF) 102.2 megahertz 

    www.lincsfm.co.uk 

Our own website  www.whaplodeprimary.co.uk 

 

Lincolnshire County Council website: www.lincolnshire.gov.uk 
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